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Project Statement: 

My thesis project is on ongoing study of my relationships 

and how they define me. With the increase in popularity and 

success rates of online dating sites, I began to question if 

maybe the internet knows me better than I know myself? How do I 

make sense of the duality of my virtual and physical identities 

in both seemingly opposing realms? By using internet dating as a 

platform for exploring my identity, and through online 

documentation, I will attempt to make sense of the two as both 

integral parts of me.  The digital and physical experiences, as 

well as the interactions and new experiences that arise in both 

spheres will ultimately serve as a basis of understanding how 

both my virtual and physical selves coexist. 

 

Intro: 

While perched at the bar looking down at her cell phone, a 

guy turns to my friend and asks her, 

 “Hey, are you on Facebook?”  

Quite puzzled, she responded, “Excuse me? Am I on 

Facebook?”  

“Yeah?” He answered as if it was an obvious question.  



 
“Like, am I actually on it right now? Or do I have a 

Facebook?” 

“I guess either…” 

Was this really the latest pick-up line? Did he think she was 

Facebooking on her phone at a bar at 2 in the morning? Still not 

quite sure. One thing is certain though, that the confusion 

presented in this interaction exemplifies the growing presence of 

our digital lives in our physical, daily existences.  

There are a number of ways in which we identify with each 

other and with ourselves on a daily basis, a crucial one being 

our virtual existences. Who am I? Everyday I am judged by my 

appearance as well as a myriad of other things that compose my 

identity. At any one moment three very dissimilar perspectives of 

my identity can coexist; how I perceive myself, how I think 

people perceive me, and then the way others actually perceive me. 

But what about on paper? What do I look like in words? How do I 

put all that encompasses “me” into written language? What about 

into images? What photograph best represents all that is “me”? 

The manner in which we present ourselves online is inherently 

bias. We choose who we want to be and how we would like to be 

perceived—as much as is possibly in our own control no different 

than the way we choose our clothing and attitude on a daily 

basis.  

My thesis project explores the duality of my virtual and 

physical identities in both seemingly opposing realms. I seek to 

better understand myself, both online and in reality by exposing 



 
myself to and through online dating, an arena of all sorts of 

personas. Does the internet know me better than myself? By using 

internet dating as a platform for my exploring myself through 

digital form, my experiences and documentation seek to gain a 

better idea of how my virtual and physical identities coexist. 

Through a series of dates alongside a public blog diary, I hope 

to open up a dialogue between the dueling identities that will 

bring a new understanding to who I am in a world that is 

increasingly more digital. Throughout the process, a constant 

construction and deconstruction of my being and the 

relationships, influences, and daily experiences that play into 

it will become more and more evident.  

My interest in websites such as Match.com and eHarmony, 

sprang from a curiousity in the formation of identities in a 

world of internet personas. As technology becomes more and more 

easily accessible (in the sense of a widespread demographic and 

also in the portable aspect), it is increasingly becoming an 

extension of our identities. People you have never met may know 

more about you than people you know just because of the 

information available through the internet. Technology does not 

necessarily defend us from our human behaviors either. It may 

actually feed to our instinctual tendencies and give our mood 

swings and different sides of our personality an outlet, that 

without technology we would not have so much to be ashamed of in 

the end. Without technology we would not have drunk texting, 

emailing, facebooking, butt dialing, and of course everyone’s 



 
favorite, unflattering photos that your friends love to post. 

There is also the fact that everything is documented. When you 

slip up in person what are the chances that someone is going to 

remember that forever? With technology your mistake, your “you” 

at even given point is FOREVER. Technology archives our identity. 

I found it funny that a lot of my friends (including myself) 

delete drunken texts the next day as a way to pretend like it 

“never really happened”. It is as if deleting a text is deleting 

a memory. 

What is missing from interaction on the internet? What is 

the difference between interacting with my friends online then in 

person? The internet provides a space that is absent of any 

spontaneity. It is an area of complete control, alertness and 

surveillance. We decide what we want to put out there in the 

arena of the web. We willingly submit our “best self” to be 

judged by others and to receive feedback as well. The feedback on 

our virtual selves can lead to adjustments, just as in daily 

life. This is very important to my project because I will be 

adjusting my online identity on the basis of criticism and 

comments on my site. The fate of internet dating is just decided 

by a few algorithms. Is it really easier to subject ideas of who 

we are at any particular moment to a calculation to find our 

match. By answering survey questions and taking quizzes to find 

my match I find myself confused as to how I feel about many of 

the questions, especially the ones on my profile page. How are 



 
people so sure what to put out there? Maybe internet dating is 

about finding yourself. 

 

 

Methodology:  

My project started with the question “who am I?” Which then 

lead to “who am I not?” and lastly how does one understand one ‘s 

self through others. How I see myself is not how my friend sees 

me. And how my best friend would label me is certainly different 

from how my mother or father would describe me. Stemming from my 

curiosity with the portrayal of one’s identity, I become 

intrigued with the correlation of multifaceted identities with 

online personas. My adventurous, spontaneous, curious, non-

judgmental side decided to jump into the world of online dating. 

An arena of all types of personas that would allow me to better 

understand who I am online as well as in reality.  

Another question I that I wanted to explore at the 

beginning was the whole idea of finding the “one” and what that 

means today when procreation is no longer the sole reason for 

marriage, divorce is so common, and the internet has provided 

more possibilities and different approaches to the realm of soul 

searching.  One aspect of this, which I had not considered until 

my first date was that online dating sites are new technology but 

they bring back old traditions. Before my first date, I asked my 

friend “when was the last time either of us went on a date?” When 

you meet people in bars and parties the interaction is very 



 
casual and the majority of young people do not seem to stick to 

the formalities of dating. I really liked the fact that the new, 

dating websites, is bringing back the old, formal dates, which 

revolve around the idea of getting to know somebody better.  

At first, I believed that there was an underlying level of 

deception and dishonesty involved with putting yourself out there 

to the sea of online daters. How does one present one’s self 

through images and words—isn’t there so much more? Far too much 

of the core interactions of knowing a person seem too be absent 

so how can these online personas be truthful to who they are 

representing? But these questions became less relevant because 

then there is in fact a level of dishonesty in how we represent 

our beings on a daily basis. How we present ourselves online is 

inherently bias. We choose who we want to be and how we would 

like to be received—as much as is possibly in our own control. 

Then there is no difference when I fill out my “about me” and 

choose what pictures I provide to those who will be the judge of 

my character.   

 Filling out the “about me” proved to be much harder than I 

had expected. This moment is primarily where I moved from 

thinking about my project in the terms of an online persona 

performance (in which I would take on several exaggerated 

personas of myself) to creating two different but similar online 

profiles. With two different profiles, the difficulty in filling 

out the surveys and bio sections would be much easier because 

each profile would express one side of myself. I ended up using 



 
eHarmony for my more introverted and conservative side because 

the side is geared towards a more “spiritual” match making and is 

definitely much safer because of the guided communication. My 

extrovert, wild child side on the other hand was able to mingle 

freely on Match.com.  

When initially embarking on the online dating self-

discovery adventure, I had to jump right in to get a better 

feeling for how the project would unfold. I began as “myself” on 

OkCupid and documented every time I logged in, what I did, and 

how long I spent on the site. Because I had never had any 

previous online dating experience, this was a good first step and 

I would like to return to OkCupid in the next semester once my 

subscriptions to eHarmony and Match are up (which I will re-

evaluate at that time if I should still continue those as well as 

branching to other sites with my personas). 

One thing to definitely keep in mind going forward with my 

project is in fact the amount of time spent on these sites. It is 

incredibly overwhelming to maintain two dating site profiles—I 

don’t know how people do this! It is a full time job. Even one is 

a lot for any busy person to handle. Next semester I need to have 

a more solid and organized plan for how and when I am updated on 

both sites, as well as a schedule for maintaining my we-met-at-

starbucks.com site.  

 There are various ethical considerations that I need to 

address going forward. One main concern throughout the semester 

dealt with preserving the privacy of other online daters. How 



 
much information do I share publicly about the people I interact 

with online and in person? The site is a reflection of my 

identity and my experiences with online dating, so unless I have 

consent to share personal information about another, I see no 

reason to do so. The second issue, which has resolved itself 

after going on a few dates, was do I tell the dates upfront about 

my thesis project? I decided to tell people on a case-by-case 

basis. After three dates, I have only told one person. The person 

I told then told me that he was planning on writing a book about 

his experiences too and that he has been documenting EVERYTHING. 

It made me feel incredibly uncomfortable later that I might be 

published in his book one day. This revelation was a very 

important lesson learned. I knew I needed to be sensitive about 

how it makes people feel that they think they are just going on 

date while the reality is that they are also being used∗. 

An idea I had developed in early October was to fill out my 

information on the dating sites as honestly as I could. Then 

after going on many dates and after utilizing various sites to 

channel my online presence, I would create a more “professional” 

profile. Professional in the sense that I would figure out how 

the various social systems work in the online dating world and 

take the skills I have acquired from exposure to a wide range of 

personalities and how they represent themselves online.  

                                                
∗ "Used” seems like an appropriate and honest word here, so that I am not in 
denial about what I am doing whether I am telling dates about the project or 
not 



 
After the final presentation for Thesis 1, I have come back 

to this idea from a different angle. Since one of my main goals 

for the project is to use my online dating personas to explore 

and understand my online identity, I would like to create one 

final persona that encompasses my journey. I envision a 

collective identity that pieces together different aspects of the 

positives and negatives experienced with dates and dating sites. 

For example I would make changes to my profile based on the 

feedback I get from different dates. I would also compose my 

“about me” with quotes directly from different profiles of the 

people I’ve dated. It would also be interesting to simultaneously 

create a profile that embodies the opposite—a profile created 

with what is tossed from my profile as well as basing the bio off 

of the “deal breakers” in the profiles of the dates that didn’t 

go well.  These new profiles would then live on my site with my 

original split personas.   

There is much more I would like to accomplish over break 

and next semester.  Firstly, I need to sit down and go through 

everything I have done so far and reevaluate and rewrite my 

project statement so that my goals and intentions are much 

clearer. Then I need to figure out how to properly convey this on 

my website. It is not successful as it is now and definitely not 

where I want it to be. There needs to be more personal reflection 

in my posts and the overall design should better foster the needs 

of the project especially in terms of my self-representation. 

Addressing why I chose each date is also very important in the 



 
blog posts, which would provide further insight into each 

persona. Throughout the process of dating and blogging, a 

constant construction and deconstruction of our being and the 

relationships, influences, and daily experiences that play into 

this should become more and more apparent. Especially as I grow 

and change as a person alongside the time of Thesis, the 

documentation of my growth is a key aspect of the intended final 

outcome. 

 

 

Precedents: 

There are many books specifically written about and 

targeted towards people meeting online and the implications of 

technology and how we relate with one another. My interest in 

exploring the virtual world of dating came about when a professor 

told me that him and his wife made profiles just for fun to see 

if they would ever be paired together. They were proven right in 

assuming that a dating website would never pair them together. I 

am aware that dating sites do have their success stories, so I am 

not trying to denounce the use of dating sites. What I am most 

interested in gaining from the world of online dating is an 

understanding of the correlation between who we project ourselves 

to be and who we are in reality.  

Some questions I have come across are: Why statistically 

speaking does just about everyone lie about their information? 

What does the underlying racism mean? What has happened to "old 



 
school" dating since the emergence of virtual dating? Do these 

sites actually make it easier to find "the one"? Which leads me 

to also wonder how many “the one’s” could I find? 

The projections of ourselves in the virtual world are only 

glimpses and are often quite idealized. Is the information 

provided for the public a reflection of who one actually 

perceives themselves to be or is it how one wants to be 

perceived? Do people manipulate their digital selves in the 

interest of one’s self or in the interest of the general public? 

And most importantly, what about the profile picture? The picture 

can really say it all, can it not? Aside from looking attractive 

to prospective daters, how much can be read into the picture 

someone chooses to allow the rest of the dating world to judge 

someone’s characteristic without words at all. 

I interviewed my mom on her past and current experiences 

with match.com and other dating sites and what struck me as the 

most intriguing aspect of her experience was the telephone 

conversations. She was obviously nervous about me embarking out 

into the dating site world, so the reflections of her experience 

were of course biased in the sense that she wants me to be very 

careful. She advised that the telephone conversations are the 

best intermediary between the conversations on the internet and 

actually meeting the person for a date. According to her, you can 

tell right away on the phone is someone is going to be a complete 

creep or if it just is not going to work, so it is an important 

step to take before actually meeting someone.  



 
The few pages devoted to dating sites in the book 

Freakonomics by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner are 

interesting because they provide facts about the user 

demographics as well as statistics about how many of the users of 

these dating sites lie (and what about) as well as data that 

suggests racism within the online dating communities. The book 

also addresses the way we present ourselves on a daily basis.   

“Think about how you describe yourself during a job interview 

versus how you might describe yourself on a first date. (For even 

more fun, compare that first-date conversation to a conversation 

with the same person during your tenth year of marriage.) Or 

think about how you might present yourself if you were going on 

national television for the first time. What sort of image would 

you want to project?” (76). We are always presenting an “image” 

of ourselves. Is there any other way? The way we act and the way 

we look are reflections of our being. How different then is the 

image we project everyday to society and the images we display on 

the internet? 

Although not the most factual of sources, Sex, Drugs, and 

Cocoa Puffs by Chuck Klosterman provides worlds of insight into 

the culture of today. Klosterman discusses the difficulty in 

addressing ones identity in the form of a virtual being because 

no one is fully self-aware. The discussion of way children 

respond differently to video games as opposed to real physical 

games is also interesting when trying to understand the 

complexities of the virtual world we live in today. Klosterman 



 
not only addresses the virtual world as pertains to the computer 

screen, but also the effect reality tv, The Real World 

specifically, has on altering the perceptions of our real world. 

“By now, everyone I know is one of the seven defined strangers, 

inevitably hoping to represent a predefined demographic and 

always failing horribly.” (28).  Every season of The Real World 

is just a copy of the previous one and a copy and reflection of 

the characters that surround us in the real world. When talking 

about why he could never be on The Real World, Klosterman says, 

“I could never filter every experience through my singular, self-

conscious individuality. Yet part of me fears this will happen 

anyway; I fear that The Real World’s unipersonal approach will 

become so central to American life that I’ll need a singular 

persona just to make conversation with whatever media-saturated 

robot I end up marrying. Being interesting has been replaced by 

being identifiable.” (40). This is one of the main ideas I am 

geared towards in my thesis: the idea of a sped up personality. 

With the increase of information thanks to the speed of 

technology, our attention spans have changed as with our methods 

of parsing information. It seems as if dating sites, and other 

social networks such as Facebook, allow us to practice the art of 

conveying ourselves through an identifiable type. 

Catfish directed by Henry Joost and Ariel Schulman, 

although not a terrific film in it of itself, was a very good 

movie to watch as a precursor to my thesis. The main character 

Nev inadvertently gets involved with a fictional character 



 
(rather many fictitious virtual beings) and his brother and 

friend document the whole experience through film. What shocked 

me the most was how nice the lady Angela who was creating all of 

the personas was and how many people like her there may be in the 

world. She described to Nev how she used Facebook as an outlet 

for fragments of her own self that she felt she had lost by not 

following her dreams as a dancer.  

It was also really good to see this film as a warning to 

not only how convoluted virtual reality can be but also to be 

very conscious of not messing with peoples’ feelings. My intent 

is not to play games with anyone, but rather to understand the 

world of virtual communities and engage with the people in the 

space outside of their computers. After watching the film my 

friend turned to me and asked “do you wonder who is out there 

using your pictures and identity on Facebook?” A very frightening 

thought, but a new and interesting twist that could have 

potential going forth with my thesis would be to look into 

identity theft on social networking sites.1 

Vito Acconci’s “Following Piece” is of particular interest 

for my project because of the emphasis of his loss of self in the 

sense of control. Everyday for one month Acconci followed a 

random stranger through the streets of New York until they 

entered a premise, or vehicle of sorts that made it no longer 

possible to follow them. He gives himself up to the person he is 

following. The way he describes it is “I am almost not an ‘I’ 

                                                
1  http://www.iamrogue.com/catfish 



 
anymore; I put myself in the service of this scheme.” As 

documentation, he would type up the results of the pursuit from 

each day and send it to a different member of the art community.2 

Considerations I made before going forth with my project 

were deciding what communities and how many different sites I 

would like to subject myself, what kind of person I will present 

my self as and how many different versions of me might I present. 

Another huge consideration is the documentation and end product. 

Miranda July’s Learning to Love You More along with a project I 

had to do for just one week in which I created an artwork a day 

are heavily influencing my ideas for the end product. I am 

looking to create a piece of art from every encounter made 

through the sites that is reliant on the relationship we create.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
2 Vito Acconci, “Following Piece”, 1969 
http://www.metmuseum.org/works_of_art/collection_database/photographs/following
_piece_vito_acconci/objectview.aspx?collID=19&OID=190036953 
http://www.medienkunstnetz.de/works/following-piece/  

	  


