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While perched at the bar looking at down at her cell 

phone, a guy turns to my friend and asks her, 

 “Hey, are you on Facebook?”  

Quite puzzled, she responded, “Excuse me? Am I on 

Facebook?”  

“Yeah?” He answered as if it was an obvious question.  

“Like, am I actually on it right now? Or do I have a 

Facebook?” 

“I guess either…” 

Was this really the latest pick-up line? Did he think she 

was Facebooking on her phone at a bar at 2 in the morning? 

Still not quite sure. One thing is certain though, that the 

confusion presented in this interaction exemplifies the 

growing presence of our digital lives in our physical, 

daily existences.  

There are a number of ways that we identify with each 

other and identify ourselves on a daily basis, including 

our virtual existences. Who am I? Everyday I am judged by 

my appearance and a number of other things that compose my 

identity. At one moment three very dissimilar perspectives 

of my identity can coexist. There is how I perceive myself, 



	  
	  
how I think people view me, and then the way others 

actually see me. But what about on paper? What do I look 

like in words? How do I put all that encompasses “me” into 

words? What about into pictures? What photograph best 

represents all that is “me”? How we present ourselves 

online is inherently bias. We choose who we want to be and 

how we would like to be received—as much as is possibly in 

our own control just as is the way we choose our clothing 

and attitude on a daily basis.  

My thesis project explores the duality of my virtual 

and physical identities in both seemingly opposing realms. 

I seek to better understand myself online as well as in 

reality by exposing myself to and though online dating, an 

arena of all sorts of personas. Does the internet know me 

better than myself? By using internet dating as a platform 

for my exploring myself through digital form, my 

experiences and documentation seek to gain a better idea of 

how my virtual and physical identities coexist. Through a 

series of dates alongside a public blog diary, I hope to 

open up a dialogue between the dueling identities that will 

bring a new understanding to who I am in a world that is 

increasingly more digital. Throughout the process, a 

constant construction and deconstruction of my being and 



	  
	  
the relationships, influences, and daily experiences that 

play into it should become more and more apparent.  


